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THE CHEVALIER IV-EON DE BEAUMONT.

EON

Eon de Beaumont, O.G.L.A.A.T. d',
parentage and early years, 1-2;
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 3 ;
education and abilities, 3-5; an
accomplished fencer, 5; secret
envoy, with Douglas, to Russia, 6;
secret correspondent to Louis XV,,
11; received by the Empress, 13 ;
personal appearance and anecdote,
14; dislike to Russia, 14, 34, 41;
triumph of French party, 17 ; in-

- vited to enter the service of Russia,
17; returns to Versailles, 17;
second journey to Russia, 19;
secretary of legation, 21; and
to conduct the secret corre-
spondence, 21; second return to
Versailles with State papers, 23;
importance of services in Russia,
23, 45-47, 267 ; presents from the
Empress, 23, 47; success in Russia,
24; trait of character, 24 ; mes-
sage to Prince de Gonti, 24, 26;
reaches Paris with a broken leg,
25; honours and rewards, 26, 35,
48, 54 note, 66, 385; appointed
lieutenant of dragoons, 26;
memoire on Russia, 27; applies to
join his regiment, 28, 42; Bes-
toujefPs treachery, 29; third
journey to Russia, 29; repartee
on Admiral Byng's execution, 31;
Poniatovsky's bribe, 31; favourite
at Russian Court, 31 ; BestoujefPs
designs, 32 ; again invited to serve
Russia, and reasons for refusing,
S3, 34; promoted to captain, 35,
share in the war, 39-40; opposes
the policy of ministers, 40; his
advice to the ambassador approved
by Louis XV., 40; failing health,
41, 45; secret orders from Louis
XV., 44; who approves his ser-
vices, 44; de I'lttpitaTs high
opinion of D'Eon, 45-46; recep-
tion by Louis XV., 48; aide-de-
camp to Marshal and Count de
Broglio, 48; dashing services
during the campaign of 1761,
49-53; selected as minister pleni-
potentiary to Russia, 54; portrait
of Catherine II., 56; of Lord
Sandwich, 59; of the Duke d'
Mvernois, 60, 98; secretary of
embassy in London, 60; smart
pieces* of w.ork, 61-6S; abilities
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appreciated, 63, 65 ; takes Treaty
of Peace to Paris, 64; Lord Bute's
favour, 66, 08 ; created a Knight of
Saint Louis, 66, 72; suspected of
attachment to the de Broglios, 69 ;
de Soubise and de Broglio at
Villinghausen, 70; esteem for the
de Broglios, 71; brings presents
to CountViri, 72; charge" d'affaires
in London, 73; secret corre-
spondent to Louis XV., and em-
ployed on survey of England, 74 ;
nickname in secret correspondence,
76; cautioned on safety of the
King's papers, 76, 84 ; Louis XV.'s
secret orders, 77; fate determined
by de Pompadour, 78 ; and why ?
85; minister plenipotentiary, 82 ;
Indifference to advancement, 83;
a favourite in England, 83; debt
incurred on the King's service, 85;
embarrassed circumstances, 86;
protected by a Letter of State, 87 j
appeals for repayment, 86, 88;
impudent letter to de Praslin, 92 ;
to de Guerchy, 04; mistaken
ministers, 97; portrait of Lord
Hertford, 102; superseded and
recalled, 103-107; Louis XV.'s
order to resume female attire, 104 ;
reported insanity, 105, 119, 130;
Lord Halifax, 109; refusal to
surrender the King's papers, 110,
136; scene at Lord ^Halifax's
dinner-party, 111, 115; frightens a
duellist, and is summoned by a
magistrate, 117-118; letter to
Louis XV. on de Guerchy, 119-
121; is drugged, 121; warned by
Louis XV. of demand for his
extradition, 125; which is not
acceded to, 127 ; in peril of being-
kidnapped, 128, 149, 159-161,
214, 279; mines his apartments
and measures of defence, 128, 129
note, 146, 148, 159, 248; scares
away an attache*, 129; forbidden
the Court, 132; letter to his
mother, 134; offered restoration
to the army, 137; warned for his
safety, 137, 160; publishes cor-
respondence of ministers and
ambassadors, and justification,
138-140, 147; seeks expatriation,
143, 217; threaten* to disclose
the King's secret, 144-146; proof